Singing Our Faith # 230

 “O Little Town of Bethlehem”
The Good News



   “Choosing Joy Everyday”
Bringing Forward God’s Tithes and Our Gifts

*Doxology # 95   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all

Creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
      *Prayer of Thanksgiving

Sharing of Joys and Concerns
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Singing Our Faith # 240
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
*Blessing and Dismissal

*Postlude
Scatter to Serve God & Neighbor
Welcome to all! We gather to praise God for the innumerable blessings given

to us and to grow deeper in the Spirit. Joyfully, let us lift our hearts to God.
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Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church

10:30 a.m. ~ December 18, 2022 ~ Fourth Sunday of Advent
Our ministry vision for the Virginia Annual Conference is “to be disciples of Jesus Christ who are lifelong learners, who influence others to serve.” 

Welcome! Join us in worshiping God!
Prelude



Welcome and Ministry Announcements

Welcome in the name of Christ our Lord. Please register your attendance, 

printing your name, address, phone, and email, on the attendance pad provided on your pew. Thank you for silencing cell phones as we gather to worship God.

Invocation
Greeting
We are met in the presence of God

And we do not meet alone.
With the angels in the highest heaven

We gather to worship a Holy God.
With Abraham and Sarah

We gather to worship God.
With the saints of every age

We gather to worship God.
We embark on our own journey of faith

God’s Holy name be praised.
God makes of us a great people

God’s Holy name be praised.
In the desert and in the den, in the barrio and basilica

God’s Holy name be praised.
We journey in the presence of God.

And we do not journey alone.
Lighting of the Advent Wreath


        Loretta Mayhew, Sharon Mayhew
Isaiah 9:6-7:

“For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.”

We light this candle as a symbol of the Prince of Peace. May the visitation of your Holy Spirit, O God, make us ready for the coming of Jesus, our hope and joy. O come, O come, Emmanuel.
*Singing Our Faith # 234
          “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
*Opening Prayer
Father of Mercies, please, God, I long for joy in my heart and peace in my soul. Bless me with contentment, so I may know what it feels like to love this life entirely. I desire to be near to you every moment, and if I am, I will be able to receive the joy that is waiting for me. Hold my hand, guide me, and let me live in your perfect will. Wrap your spirit around me, so my every breath is in sequence with Yours. Let peace envelop my thoughts and encompass my body. May I never pull away. Amen
Anthem 





 “One Small Child”
Greeting Friends and Neighbors
Prayer for Illumination









        Heather Wilson
Holy, Holy, Holy One, your words feed us, the Word frees us, And the Spirit gives us life. Grant our ears an appetite for hearing and out spirits strength for loving you.  Amen
Scripture Lessons

    Romans 15:13 & Isaiah 35:10

        Heather Wilson
Isaiah 35:10: “And those the Lord has rescued will return. They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away.”

The Word of God for the people of God. 


Thanks be to God.
**Calendar**

	Monday, 12/19
	
	Deadline for 2023 Newsletter

We are combining the January/February newsletter. Submit articles.

	
	
	

	Tuesday, 12/20
	6:30 p.m.
	Homeschool Game Night

	
	
	

	Saturday, 12/24
	4:30 p.m.
	Christmas Eve Candlelighting Service


**Looking Ahead on the Calendar **

	Sunday, 12/25
	
	NO Sunday School hour.

	
	10:30 a.m.
	Worship ~ Holy Communion

	
	
	

	Monday, 12/26
	
	Church Office Closed

	
	
	

	Friday, 12/30
	
	Church Office Closed


Hospital:  
Virginia Baptist: Beryl Martin
Lynchburg General: Barbara LeFew, Kitty Burgess
(North Carolina) Beverly Franklin
[image: image3.emf] 

For the Grocery Cart:
December  ~ Laundry Detergent, Dishwashing Liquid, & side items for a Christmas meal. Place donations in the grocery cart, located in the Commons. No “baked goods” of any kind!
Christmas Offering

We have set a goal of $6,000, with 10% going to Park View Community Mission, 

and 90% toward HVAC repair/replacement for social hall and educational building. Envelopes are placed in the pew racks.
Mitten Tree Trunk

The Mitten Tree Trunk has been placed in the Commons for donations of mittens, gloves, hats, scarves, and socks. These will be distributed as needed by HumanKind, so they can be purchased after Christmas.
 

“Angel Tree”
Return wrapped gifts to church NO LATER than TODAY. 
Estimate of Giving for 2023

It is that time of year when we are all asked to take a prayerful look at our giving and to make a financial commitment for CHUMC ministries. “Estimate of Giving cards” are provided in the Commons (or use tare off from the December newsletter) for your convenience to fill out and send to CHUMC, or put it in the weekly offering plate, during December so that we have your pledge by the end of December. We plan to have a luncheon after church in February to celebrate our statement of faith to support the ministries of CHUMC. More information provided later.
Resources on Joy: 

Film: Mission: JOY -Finding Happiness in Troubled Times   missionjoy.org 

The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing World by His Holiness the Dali Lama and Desmond Tutu

The Big Joy Project: to try your first mirco-act of joy   ggia.berkeley.edu
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   Chestnut Hill 
     United Methodist Church
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Making disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world.

You are welcome at Chestnut Hill UMC. 

4660 Fort Avenue ~ Lynchburg, Virginia 24502

Church: 434-239-8423 

Minister’s Cell: 434-944-7723, Minister’s Email: awhite@ves.org

Associate Minister’s Cell: 1-502-489-0200

Associate Minister’s Email: healingsolutions12@gmail.com

chestnuthillumc@comcast.net ~ on the web at chestnuthillumc.net

Find us on Facebook: Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church
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